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semi-manufactured goods, 33 per cent of manufactured articles, and 15 per cent of foodstuffs. The principal items listed under the heading of raw materials and semi-manufactured goods were coal, cotton, oil chemicals, dyestuffs, wool, silk, jute, iron, pig iron, steel zinc, and lead. The import of commodities of which Russia had seemingly an unlimited potential'supply is explained by the inabilih of the "primary" industries, such as mining and heavy metallurgy, to keep pace with the rapid expansion of the manufacturing industries. Another reason was the irrational geographical distribution of industry, due to some extent to historical causes, and the disco\ery of new sources of coal and ore. The important industrial region of St. Petersburg, for instance, found it more advantageous to use foreign sea-borne coal than the domestic supply transported by rail from the distant Donets valley, hence imports of coal, which in 1913 amounted to S million tons. A large portion of imports classified as manufactured goods consisted of machines, machine tools, railway equipment, and similar articles. The principal imported foodstuffs were tea, coffee, oranges, lemons, and tropical products.
In 1913 Germany took 32 per cent of Russian exports and supplied 47 per cent of Russian imports; England, 19 and 12 per cent. The shares of other countries were much smaller. In 1913 the exports of the United States to Russia amounted to 74 million rubles (5.8 per cent of Russian imports) but United States imports from that country were merely 14 million rubles.
The notable growth of Russian imports was achieved in spite of an aggressive and mounting protectionism, Witte would seem to have had some misgivings about the virtues of a high tariff policy; yet, as related in an earlier chapter, he was responsible for the upward revision (in connection with the tariff war against Germany in 1893-1894) of the already stiff rates of the 1891 tariff. A decree issued in July, 1900, ordered further increases ranging from 10 to 50 per cent of existing duties. This measure was motivated by the need of additional revenue because of the tense situation in the Far East. The revised rate were incorporated, with but few exceptions, in the tariff act of 1903, put into effect in February, 1906. Although somewhat mitigated by commercial treaties based on the most-favored-nation clause, Russian protectionism was among the highest in the world. Witte's successors in the ministry of finance, KoJcovtsov and Bark, preoccupied as they were with the exchange position of the ruble, and therefore with a favotsbte